
October 9, 2020

Sociology Advising 
Newsletter

Undergraduate Program
Information

USA MEETINGS

JAPANESE 
PROGRAM MEET 
AND GREET

OCAT

CAREER SERVICES 
EVENTS

EDUCATION 
ABROAD

DEMMER SCHOLAR 
PROGRAM

CRITICAL 
LANGUAGES 
SCHOLARSHIP

UDERGRADUATE 
RESEARCH 
WORKSHOPS

GRADUATE 
SCHOOL 
INFORMATION

SECOND DEGREE 
ACCELERATED BSN 
PROGRAM

MASTERS DEGREE 
IS BUSINESS 
ANALYTICS

MSU LAW 
ADMISSION 
EVENTS

SOCIAL WORK 
ALUMNI PANEL

The USA (Undergraduate Sociological Association) Club, a 
Registered Student Organization at MSU, has announced 
the following General Meetings, which anyone may attend, 
for the Fall Semester:

Monday, Oct. 12, 5pm  Zoom
Monday, Nov. 9, 5pm (tentative)
Monday, Dec. 7, 5pm (tentative)

The meeting will be held over Zoom. The first part will 
focus on getting to know each other and second part will 
have a sort of Halloween theme where we will discuss 
cultural appropriation surrounding Halloween (traditions, 
costumes, etc.).

If interested, join the club GroupMe in order to get 
updates and communicate with the group. Here is the 
link: https://web.groupme.com/join_group/63082253/
Ung8R7gK

The USA officers for the year 2020-21 were elected last 
week, and are as follows:
President: Taylor Kovach kovachta@msu.edu 
Vice President: Nicole Carlson carls480@msu.edu
Treasurer: Becca Wyne wynerebe@msu.edu
Secretary: Alyssa Bowen bowenaly@msu.edu 
Social Media Director: Andala Yakubu yakubuan@msu.edu

Please reach out to an officer if you want to join or to get 
more information.
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*OCAT, Office of Cultural and Academic Transitions, has events happening each week, 
listed on their calendar on the web (http://ocat.msu.edu/).  For questions, please email:  
ocat@msu.edu, or call 517-353-7745.

OCAT (OFFICE OF CULTURAL AND 
ACADEMIC TRANSITIONS)

There are two workshops for undergraduate students interested in learning more about 
graduate school, ahead of the 10/20 Virtual Graduate and Law School Fair. 
 
Grad & Professional School: Preparing, Exploring, and Applying
Session 1: Tuesday, October 13th | 11:30am-12pm EDT
https://msu.joinhandshake.com/events/544613/share_preview (register for passcode)

Session 2: Wednesday, October 14th | 4:00pm-4:30pm EDT
https://msu.joinhandshake.com/events/544580/share_preview (register for passcode)
 
Additional Grad School Resources:
 • Grad and Law School Fair: Tuesday, October 20th | 3:00pm-6:00pm EDT
 • 2-minute videos on grad school 
 • Career Services Grad School Resources

CAREER SERVICES EVENTS

The Japanese Program Meet & Greet take place on, Wednesday, October 14 from 3:00-
5:00pm
Feel free to drop in at any time to make new friends, meet the Japanese faculty and 
academic avisers, and participate in games, chats, and more! All students interested in 
Japanese are welcome.

Zoom Meeting ID: 964 4448 3376
Passcode: JPmeet
For more information, contact the director of the Japanese Studies Program, Catherine 
Ryu at ryuc@msu.edu

JAPANESE PROGRAM MEET AND GREET
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The Office for Education Abroad continues helping students navigate the possibilities of 
education abroad. Every Friday we are now offering an “Education Abroad 101” webinar to 
assist students as they explore their options.  

Education Abroad 101
Every Friday from 2:00 – 3:00pm
Register here https://educationabroad.isp.msu.edu/students/getting-started/student-
workshops-and-seminars/education-abroad-101-webinar-registration/ to receive the Zoom 
link and password to attend the webinar.

EDUCATION ABROAD 101

Are you interested in natural resources, science, and public policy? Apply now through 
October 25, 2020, for the William A. Demmer Scholars Program that includes a related 
course and internship in Washington, D.C., during summer 2021. The course begins 
Monday, May 17 and ends Friday, August 6. If meeting in person for class is not possible, 
an online course (synchronous) will be provided.
 
Students in the Demmer Scholars Program take a 400-level class in natural resources 
policy that meets one night a week and all day on Saturdays. They also participate in paid 
internships at federal agencies or non-governmental organizations that focus on natural 
resources.
 
Demmer Scholar Program Overview
All participating students enroll for the 3-credit course ANR 491: Selected Topics-
Internship - Washington, DC: Elements of Federal Policy Development in Natural Resource. 
The course will be taught through one two-hour lecture and discussion session each 
week and augmented by 10 Saturday field trips, if possible, designed to ground class 
participants in the policymaking arena.
 
Demmer Scholar participants will also complete a 12-week, 40-hour per week paid 
internship with a government or non-government organization active in natural resources 
policymaking in the Washington, D.C., metropolitan area. Interns earn between $1,000 
- $1,500 per month depending on the internship. Interns will be responsible for their 
transportation to D.C., lodging and other living expenses.
 
Some of the Demmer Scholar partner agencies and organizations include:
 • Environmental Protection Agency
 • House Natural Resources Committee
 • National Science Foundation – Office of Legislative Affairs
 • Senate Agriculture Committee
 • U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
 • U.S. Forest Service – Legislative Affairs
 • White House Council on Environmental Quality
 

DEMMER SCHOLAR PROGRAM
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What: Critical Languages Scholarship Information Meeting 
Date: Friday, October 16, 2020
Time: 2:00-3:00 PM
Where: Zoom
Register at: https://msu.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_7KnENr9fRD2yMN6O6CCQdQ 
Hosted by the Office for Education Abroad, educationabroad.msu.edu

The Critical Languages Scholarship (CLS) Program is a fully funded study abroad program 
sponsored by the U.S. Department of State that provides intensive overseas language and 
cultural immersion and is open to U.S. students enrolled in all degree programs.

The languages offered for summer 2021 are: Arabic, Azerbaijani, Bangla, Chinese, Hindi, 
Indonesian, Japanese, Korean, Persian, Portuguese, Punjabi, Russian, Swahili, Turkish, Urdu.

The CLS application is open and the deadline for summer 2021 programs is November 17, 
2020. For more information about the program visit https://clscholarship.org. 

By attending this presentation you will learn about the program, the benefits of 
participating, and the application process.  You can register for the online presentation at:    
https://msu.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_7KnENr9fRD2yMN6O6CCQdQ

CRITICAL LANGUAGES SCHOLARSHIP 
INFORMATION MEETING

Apply to be a Demmer Scholar
The Demmer Scholars Program is a competitive process open to upper-level 
undergraduates and graduate students.
 
How to apply:
 1. Complete this online application to submit your resume and cover letter by    
 October 25. 
 https://msu.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bq0voQIUXTgNsRT
 2. Attend the program overview meeting on October 29 at 5:30 pm EDT Zoom, a   
 link will be sent to all applicants.
 3. Applicants will then participate in an online or phone interview during the first   
 two weeks of November. 
 
The program leader is Mark E. Rey, Executive in Residence in the MSU Center for Systems 
Integration and Sustainability in the Department of Fisheries and Wildlife.
 
Contact Mark Rey (markrey8@aol.com) about course content, schedule, internships or 
Stratton Lee (leestrat@msu.edu) about the application and interview schedule.
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Undergraduate Research Experiences of Students of Color
Wednesday, October 14, 7:30 PM
A panel of MSU students from underrepresented populations and diverse academic 
disciplines (e.g. STEM, social science, and humanities) will share their experiences 
with undergraduate research and creative activity. Panelists will address the benefits 
and challenges of research and the tools and strategies they have utilized to navigate 
their experiences. The goal of the workshop is to support students who identify as 
part of underrepresented populations, and who are interested in learning more about 
undergraduate research and creative activity. Students who already hold a research 
position are also welcomed to attend. 
https://urca.msu.edu/events

Troubleshooting Your Undergraduate Research Experience
Thursday, October 22, 5:30 PM
Intended for students who currently hold roles as undergraduate researchers, this panel 
discussion provides insight and suggestions on how to manage common challenges and 
problems. How can you establish an impactful working relationship with your supervisor? 
How do you manage to balance your academic, personal, and research responsibilities? 
How can you optimize your relationship with your faculty mentor? A panel of 
undergraduate researchers will share their experiences and ideas.
https://urca.msu.edu/events

Learning about Undergraduate Research
Monday, October 26, 6:00 PM 
Make research an integral part of your MSU experience! Come learn about the 
opportunities available for involvement in research and creative activities at Michigan 
State. You can expect a short presentation, discussion, and Q & A facilitated by current 
undergraduate researchers.
https://urca.msu.edu/events

Undergraduate Research Peer Advising Hours will be held virtually via Zoom on Mondays 
from 12pm – 3pm and Thursdays from 9am – 12pm starting Monday, September 28 to 
Thursday, December 10. Visit https://urca.msu.edu/ambassadors for more information. 
Students are required to sign up 48 hours in advance for a 20-minute peer advising 
session using the following form below: 
 
Sign up for Undergraduate Research Peer Advising: 
https://calendly.com/ur_msu/uradvising?month=2020-09
 
Although much of campus has gone virtual, research still continues. Therefore, we 
brainstormed some topics students might consider seeking assistance with, such as: 
 
 1. How do you make the most out of this experience?   
 2. What does research-from-home look like? 
 3. How do you search/apply for summer research opportunities online? 
 4. How do you communicate with your research mentor regarding plans for next   
 semester? (virtually/remotely)?  

UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH 
UPCOMING WORKSHOPS
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 5. How do you end/negotiate your experience on campus?   
 6. How do you reach out to faculty at this moment?  
 7. How do you manage time/stay on track?

For more information on peer advising hours and ambassador applications, students may 
visit our website at http://urca.msu.edu/ambassadors. 

Contact our office at ugrsrch@msu.edu or by phone at 517-884-4384 with questions.

Applied Behavioral Analysis
Are you passionate about working with children who have autism, intellectual, and 
neurodevelopmental disabilities? If so, join us for a presentation to learn more about 
the field of Applied Behavioral Analysis (ABA). Dr. Tiffany Stauch and Erin Hamilton will 
present on Tuesday, October 13th from 3:00 to 4:00pm EDT about MSU’s graduate 
program in ABA which prepares students to be highly competent behavior analysts in 
educational settings and take the examination to become a Board Certified Behavior 
Analyst. Join the presentation via zoom meeting using passcode (psygrad) and register in 
advance! 

School Psychology
Are you interested in applying expertise in mental health, learning, and behavior to 
help children succeed academically? If so, a career as a School Psychologist might be a 
perfect fit for you. Please join us for a presentation to learn more about the field of School 
Psychology on Tuesday, October 27th from 3:00 to 4:00pm EDT. Mackenzie Norman will 
present about MSU’s graduate program in School Psychology which prepares graduates to 
provide psychological services to children, youth, and families in a variety of settings. Join 
the presentation via zoom meeting using passcode (psygrad) and register in advance! 

GRADUATE SCHOOL INFORMATION

Learn about MSU’s Second Degree Accelerated BSN Program

Designed for students who have earned a bachelor’s degree in another field.
 • Click here to sign up for a virtual information session to learn more about the   
 ABSN program
 • Applications are open; you can apply now!
 • Full Time, 15-month program
 • This program builds on prior learning to provide a broad professional preparation   
 based on nursing science and grounded in biological, physical and behavioral    
 sciences and the humanities
 • Personalized attention from admission through graduation
 • Outperforming national license pass rates
 • Expedite your transition into the nursing profession from another field

MSU COLLEGE OF NURSING SECOND DEGREE 
ACCELERATED BSN PROGRAM

http://urca.msu.edu/ambassadors
http://ugrsrch@msu.edu
https://msu.zoom.us/j/92420011280#success
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdXrxEkRoG6llQLVzMDWiXeaE3skNEpfstw1md8312kECJcjA/viewform
https://msu.zoom.us/j/92420011280#success
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSczH-iI6KaOX2sv7s-95x7lbwN1ziBQNm1hqmhydeRw49Zfjw/viewform
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/msu-accelerated-bsn-information-sessions-tickets-120136500507
https://nursing.msu.edu/undergraduate/accelerated-second-degree-bsn


 • State-of-the-art simulation based learning
 • Cohorts admitted to East Lansing or Detroit Medical Center Campus
 • Clinical rotations with a wide range of experiences in diverse healthcare    
 environments
 • Readiness to pursue advance degrees at MSU as a MSN, DNP, or PhD 

For more information visit: https://nursing.msu.edu/undergraduate/accelerated-second-
degree-bsn

Force multiply your degree and get an MS in Business Analytics from MSU!

Have you joined the Big Data Revolution? Students from all undergraduate majors are 
discovering the power of analytics in boosting their future careers. From English to 
Economics, Biology to Business, Chemistry to Computer Science, Statistics to Supply 
Chain, students of all backgrounds have found the MSBA program a value-add to their 
bachelors degree. MSU has one of the top Business Analytics masters programs in the 
country, and you can be part of it! The program is a one-year, experiential based program 
that starts in January and ends in December, with a summer internship. For Dec. 2019 
graduates, our job placement was 100%, with average salary just over $85k.

Graduating Dec 2020? We still have room for January 2021! Our application deadline for 
domestic students and international students currently in the US has been extended to 
Oct 20th, and if your GPA is a 3.25 or higher, we don’t require the GRE/GMAT!
Our application will open for January 2022 in March 2021. We also allow for dual 
enrollment (consult with your undergrad advisor regarding room in your schedule)—did 
you know you can work on your masters while you finish your undergraduate degree at 
MSU, and pay undergraduate tuition?

Contact the program director, Gayle D. Nelson at gdcohen@msu.edu if you have any 
questions. You can schedule a 1:1 meeting with me here: Prospective MSBA Students 
Scheduler

MASTERS DEGREE IN BUSINESS ANALYTICS

We’ve prepared a number of virtual events for you to gain an understanding of the law 
school application process and what it’s like to be a future Spartan lawyer. Learn about our 
“Ask Me Anything” sessions and our Spartan Law Preview Day below. 

Oct. 15, 7-8pm, Core Curricular Strengths
Oct. 21, 7-8pm, Legal Learning in a Whole New World

MSU LAW ADMISSION EVENTS
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Oct. 27, 7-8pm, Competitive Resume’s and LOR’s
Nov. 5, 7-8pm, Factoring in GPA and LSAT scores
Nov. 18, 7-8pm, MBA and Customized Dual Degrees

For more information, or to register for an event, please go to this web site: http://
www.law.msu.edu/admissions/webinars/index.html?utm_medium=email&utm_
campaign=ADM%20Events_092120_AMA&utm_content=ADM%20Events_092120_
AMA+Preview+CID_80092b08098a4e1603591f305d958645&utm_source=Email%20
Marketing%20Campaign%20Monitor&utm_term=here

Next Wednesday, Oct. 14th, from 6-7 p.m. EST,  a social work Alumni Panel will be hosted 
on zoom for any students wanting to learn more about the social work profession, who 
are thinking about applying for a Masters of Social Work degree, or whose career interests 
may align with social work. Below is the zoom link for those interested:
https://msu.zoom.us/j/93235161090

SOCIAL WORK ALUMNI PANEL
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